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The Boulonnais, Northern France 

Cap Gris Nez, óboulesô or doggers in the GrǮes de la 

Cr Ǯeche Sandstones, formed by groundwater cementation.

Wimereux, finding ammonite and bivalve fossils in the Argiles de 

Wimereux Croi Beds (Kimmeridgian-Tithonian), Upper Jurassic. 



Vosges 

National 

Park

Vosges National Park,
France



The Vosges, Eastern France

Rocher de Dabo. St Leo Chapel was built in 1892 on the 30-metre high block of 

Triassic sandstone. 

The Dabo Rock sandstone is fluviatile, 

current-bedded and quartz-pebble-rich. 



Underground tour of Tellure 16th century Silver Mine, 
Val dôArgent, Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines. 

The Vosges, Eastern France

Cascade du Nideck, in the Bruche valley, tumbles 25m 

over the columnar-jointed red porphyry intrusion within 

the Permian sandstones.



The Vosges, Eastern France

Wolf Cave, Wolfloch geological trail, Sentheim. The trail explores the 
step-faulted edge of the Rhine Graben. Within less than a square 
kilometre it is possible to observe strata from the Upper Palaeozoic, 
Mesozoic, Tertiary and Quarternary.  



Steinheim crater

and Ries crater,

Nördlingen

NördlingenRiescrater 
and Steinheimcrater 



Nordlingen; Steinheim meteor impact crater

Cross-section cutting through rim of Steinheim

Crater.

View across the Steinheim Crater from rim to rim, the far side being about 

2.5km away. In the foreground is a wooded block of country rock which was 

moved by the shockwave. There is also a central uprising of local Quaternary 

and Tertiary sedimentary strata caused by the meteor impact. 



Ries Crater ejected Suevite block, Alteburg Quarry. 
Suevite is a polymict impact breccia containing glassy shards of 
basement rock, due to the depth of meteor impact. 

Nordlingen; Ries meteor impact crater

Ries Crater Quarry in brecciated 
limestone, shattered by the impact .



Nordlingen; Ries Crater, side wall and USA Astronaut training area

NASA used this part of the Ries Crater in the 

1970ôs for the geological training of astronauts 

prior to moonwalks including taking rock samples. 



Solnhofen

quarries

SolnhofenQuarries and 
Jura Museum, Eichstätt



Solnhofen Limestone; Feather Stars, Fish and Pteradactyl fossils 

The Jura Museum in Eichstatt displays a wealth of different species 

preserved in fine detail within the Jurassic Solnhofen limestone, 

including some soft tissues such as skin, scales and feathers. 

Feather star (floating 

crinoids) fossils at the 

Plattenkalk stone factory.


